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Dear Members,

Our Sommerfest drew a crowd of just under 900 guests. The weekend was extremely hot, and many club members believed that our turnout would have been greater if the weather had been a bit cooler. If the weather was hot for our guests, it was even hotter for the people who worked the outside venues. Special thanks and extreme-heat survival awards to the members and nonmembers who worked outside. Thanks also to the members who worked inside at the dessert table, the inside bar, and the office.

There would be no Sommerfest or Oktoberfest if not for the hard work of those people who set up the booths and equipment and then take it down again and clean up afterward. A tree branch that destroyed the food-line awning made the arduous task of cleaning up even harder. Thanks to Kurt Kampp, Frank Schusteritsch, Eric Boggs, Paul Scherer, Gerry Schramek, Jerry Blasl, Anny Hendricks, Peter Gibbons, Al Ahrens, Gerhart Schlipf, Marianne Kapfer, Gina and Tommy Connors, Michal Vira, Jennifer and Mike Scheuermann and his friends, Brian and Travis, and Fritz Scheuermann. I’m sure there are others who helped out. If I missed your name, please let me (Linda) know.

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]







Upcoming Meetings

The August membership meeting is on the 16th at 7:30. We will have bratwurst, sauerkraut, and potato salad. The September 27th meeting has been cancelled.

Oktoberfest Donations
We are requesting members to donate items for the Oktoberfest raffles. We are asking for alcoholic beverages for our baskets of cheer as well as other items that can be made into raffle baskets. Please bring your donations to the clubhouse on a Friday night or to the August membership meeting. You can also bring them when you come to help with the Oktoberfest setup. Please leave your donations on or near the round table near the television at the back of the clubhouse.

Cakes Cakes Cakes Cakes Cakes Cakes
We are also asking for homemade cakes, cupcakes, cookies, and brownies to sell at the dessert table. Please plan to bake and bring one of these items on either Saturday or Sunday, 13–14 September.

Oktoberfest Setup and Work Schedules
The setup for the Oktoberfest begins on 8 September. Please be available either during the day or the evening (or both) to help with the setup. Chrissy Meslener will be coordinating the work schedule so that Frank and Kurt have lots of help. Setup days and times are Monday through Friday from 10 am to 3 pm and from 5 pm to 9 pm. Please email or call Chrissy Meslener, cmeslener@optonline.net, or 914-804-6493 to let her know when you are available.

Also, if you haven’t yet signed up for a venue during the Oktoberfest, please do so as soon as possible. Signup sheets are at the clubhouse so that people can sign up on Friday nights or at the August meeting.
Upcoming Events

Hawaiian Night: Friday, 22 August, is our next Theme Night at the club. We will travel to Waikiki and enjoy tropical drinks and Hawaiian music. Try your skill with a game on the Wii. (For those who don’t know what a Wii is, ask your kids or grandkids.) A free drink to those who come dressed in a grass skirt.

Club Trips
We are in the process of planning some club trips. Possible excursions are visits to the Great Jack O'Lantern Blaze at the Rockefeller Estate in Sleepy Hollow, New York; and to the Old Heidelberg Restaurant in Bethel Connecticut. The trips would occur in October or November. Let Chrissy Meslener know if you are interested in either trip.

A bus trip to the Oktoberfest at the Taj Mahal in Atlantic City is also in the planning stages. The date is 18 October. The exact cost and the casino give-back will be available in a few weeks. Please let me (Linda) know if you are interested in participating.

Fall Dance
It may be hard to believe in the Dog Days of August, but our Fall Dinner Dance is fast approaching. The dance is on 8 November. The Mountain Tops will entertain us and Marilyn Buck will cook her fabulous roast pork dinner. Cost is $25 for members and $30 for guests.

Upcoming Dances and Affairs

22 August:
Waikiki Theme Night at the club.

13-14 September:
Oktoberfest with Trachtenkapelle Hohenmirsberg, Bud and Linda Gramer, Henry and Erich, Schuhplattlers, and Irish Step Dancers

8 November:
Fall dance with The Mountaintops

13 December:
Christmas dinner dance with Bud Gramer, Linda, and the Melodies

31 December:
New Years Eve party (tentative)

2008 Kitchen Duty List

October 11

Rich and Cheryl Jankowski

November 16

Ruthann and Walter Ritter

December 6

Al and Linda Ahrens

Please be at the club house one hour before the meeting.
Remember: If you are unable to fulfill your kitchen duty, you are responsible for finding someone to take your place or paying $25 toward hiring a paid worker. 

Food Basket

The club is continuing to collect food items for our food baskets. These baskets are usually donated to the needy through Grace Lutheran Church in Yorktown. Please continue your generosity and bring nonperishable items when you come to the club on Friday evenings or for meeetings.

2008 Membership Dues

Dues for the year come due on 1 January. If you haven’t paid your dues, please pay them as soon as possible. Send or give your dues payment to Monika Wolf. Her mailing address is 13 Boswell Road, Putnam Valley, NY 10579.

Oktoberfest Housing

As always, we will be housing our Oktoberfest band, the Trachtenkapelle Hohenmirsberg from 12 September to 14 September. Please open your homes to these fine musicians. Not only does this help the club financially, but it will also make their visit more memorable. If you are interested in helping the German American Club house band members, please e-mail Sigrud Linnemeyer Sigruds@aol.com.
Steuben Parade

The Steuben Parade is on 20 September this year. Last year only a handful of members marched in the parade. If you are interested in marching this year please let me know. If I don’t find a lot of interest in the parade, we will not rent the van.

Do You Know?

If you are a stargazer, get out your beach blanket one clear moonless night in August and place it where you can have a good view of the night sky. You will enjoy a spectacular show performed by the Perseid meteor showers. These meteor showers are named for the constellation Perseus because they appear to originate there. In fact, they originate in the Perseid Cloud, a strip of cosmic debris created by the comet Swift-Tuttle. The Perseid showers occur when the Earth passes through the Perseid Cloud. The meteroids, also called shooting stars or falling stars, enter Earth's atmosphere at roughly 133,200 miles per hour or 60 kilometers per second. Most are the size of sand grains; a few are as big as peas or marbles. They give off a bright streak of light as the Earth’s atmosphere vaporizes them. Almost none hit the ground, but if one does, it's called a meteorite. During the peak hours of the display, shooting stars occur about 60 times per hour. You’ll have plenty of chances to make a wish.
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Our great Sommerfest band, Die Spitzbuam, entertained members and guests with a fine mix of German and American music.
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Henry Leschke and his accordian delighted the audience at our Sommerfest. this year.





Linda Doerr and Muriel Fullam sold ice cream, candy, and toys to our younger visitors.
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